
Greetings Parents/Guardians, 

 I hope you and your family enjoyed the Thanksgiving holiday 

break.  I think we all needed a rest. Now that we are refreshed, it is time 

to get back to learning! The end of the semester is fast approaching. 

Please make sure that you schedule conferences with your student’s 

teachers to discuss their learning. Remember that grades 3-5 are depart-

mentalized, so you may need to schedule meetings with more than one 

teacher.  

 On a very serious note, I am sure that you have read in the 

news about the Tennessee school bus crash that killed six students. 

Please, please, talk to your students about how important it is that they 

stay  

seated on the bus and that they remain quiet so that their bus driver can 

concentrate on getting them home safely.  

 Our holiday program is next week on Tuesday, December 6, 

2016 at 5:30 pm. Please come out and enjoy the program our students 

have put together for us.  

 As we count down towards the Winter Holiday Break, please 

talk to your students about how important each day of school is. We 

cannot waste these next three weeks. We must continue to attend school 

each day determined to learn as much as we can. We want all students to 

finish the semester strong.   

 During the break, please ask your students to read, read, read. 

Talk to them about what they are reading. This helps them understand 

that reading is important and helps them learn to express themselves. 

Being able to talk about what they read is the first step towards being 

able to write about it. Take a look at their Accelerated Reader scores 

online (if you do not know how to do this, ask Ms. Campbell or Ms. 

Howard.) and discuss these scores as well.  

 On January 28, 2017 our Reading Bowl team will compete in 

the Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl Quiz Bowl. The team has worked hard 

to prepare for this prestigious academic competition. If you would like 

to volunteer to work at the competition, please contact Ms. Campbell, 

our school librarian.   

 Parents, we thank you for your continued support.  Happy holi-

days to all of our roadrunner families!  
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 Writing: Explaining our  thinking with constructed r e-

sponses. 

 Mathematics:  Identifying and counting money 

 Science: Life Cycle 

 Social Studies: The Creek and Cherokee Native Ameri-

cans; Sequoyah 

 

MOID K-2 
 My, My, My! Where has the year gone? We cannot be-

lieve that Thanksgiving is right around the corner!      Gobble, Gob-

ble!! Well, this has proven to be an awesome month for our Unit. 

Our students have completed a myriad of Hand on Activities. We 

have been sorting M&M's to learn grouping by color. We have 

sorted various types of candies to better understand and to be able 

to explain, grouping by color, size, and shape. We are tallying and 

creating bar and pictographs; in addition to Thinking and Choice 

Maps. With the Choice Maps, we are comparing and contrasting 

various items sorted.  Next, we are learning the difference between 

goods and services and needs and wants.  This concept is challeng-

ing but we will push through!  

 Also, we will be dressed to impress at our upcoming 

Attendance Field Trip!  Yes, our entire class has earned a Field 

Trip and a Pizza Party for our Stellar Attendance!  Thanks for get-

ting us to school!  

 Finally, we look forward to a Grand Finale  

Activity; in which we will be introduced to Solids, Liquids, and 

Gases by making Root Beer Floats. The best part will be afterwards 

when we partake of our delightful delicacy; but the learning is also 

important, just the same. In the end, We are truly loving learning 

and truly loving school. 

  

Grade Three News 
 Greetings Parents! This semester has flown by! Over the 

break, encourage your students to… 

 Read for at least 20 minutes daily!  

 Practice multiplication facts for mastery. The goal is to have 

the students master their 2’s, 3’s, 4’s and 6’s and 7’s. Please 

study with them and make or purchase flashcards. Once they 

master their 7’s they will be named Multiplication Kings or 

Queens for the school year!  

 In Reading ELA, we will continue to focus on main idea 

and supporting details. Have the students review these skills 

throughout their reading each night. In Reading, they will begin to 

recount events form a variety of text to determine a story’s central 

message or moral.   

 In Math, will continue to focus on division and multipli-

cation, but will move on to Geometry in the upcoming weeks!!  

 In Science, we are finishing up Pollution. We will begin 

learning about Georgia’s natural habitats in the next coming weeks. 

 In Social Studies, we are working on historical figures: 

Fredrick Douglass, Mary McLeod Bethune, and Susan B. Anthony. 

The first semester ends on December 16, 2016. If you have any 

questions or concerns about your child’s progress, please contact 

the teachers to schedule a conference time. Happy Holidays!! 
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Kindergarten News 
 Our next Sight Word Bee will be December 13, 2016 at 

9:45 a.m.  We are focusing on the Red and Yellow list but will 

begin studying the Blue List in December.  

 This is the final push for learning our numbers. By now, 

your child should have a firm understanding of how to write, show 

sets and breakdown numbers 0-20. Practice counting and writing 

to 100. 

 As we enter the Winter season, please try to donate 

Kleenex, Lysol and Sanitizer to your child's classroom. If we can 

keep germs down, we can focus on moving forward academically.  

  

First Grade News 
 We can’t believe that December is finally here!!  This is 

such an exciting month for most of our kids.  In class we continue 

to discuss being thankful and showing how important the value of 

generosity and kindness is.  

We hope you all you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving break.  We 

only have three more weeks left until our holiday break. These 

weeks are going to go by extremely fast so we will continue work-

ing on the following skills listed  

below: 

 

 Reading~ Retelling the text, pointing out the key details 

and stating the main topic of the text  

 Phonics~ Diagraphs (sh, ch, wh, ck, th) 

 Writing~ Informational Writing 

 Math~ Addition and Subtraction  

 Science~ Plants and Animals 

 Social Studies ~ Histor ical Figures  

  

 Continue to work with your child daily with reading 

short vowel words, words with consonant blends, and sight words 

that should be read automatically to improve reading fluency. 

Sight words are added to the classroom word wall, so students can 

work on spelling these words correctly in their writing. Students 

are also encouraged to sound out unfamiliar words while they are 

reading then use picture clues when they can. Students should also 

be able to retell fiction stories from beginning to end and recall 

facts from non-fiction books and point out key details and the 

main topic. 

 Reminder!!! Please Remember that as the weather be-

gins to get cooler, please make sure that your students wear appro-

priate indoor clothing as well as wear a jacket or coat.  

 

Grade Two News 
This Month’s Skills:   

 Reading:  identifying the main topic (main idea) of a multi

-paragraph text. 

 Phonics: identifying diphthongs ou, ow, oi, oy; identifying 

blends br, cr, dr, fr 

 Language Arts: Writing sentences with correct capitaliza-

tion 

 Punctuation, and staying within the margins.  
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From the Media Center 

  

 December and January are good times to read about 

winter and all the holidays that happen at this time of year. 

Here are some suggestions: 

  

 Bunting, Eve December 

 Burton, Virginia Lee Katy and the Big Snow 

 Chocolate, Deborah A First Book of Kwanzaa 

 De Paola, Tomie Night of Las Posadas 

 Farmer, Jacqueline O Christmas Tree 

 Gibbons, Gail Christmas Is 

 Hader, Berta and Elmer Big Snow 

 Hopkins, Lee Hanukkah Lights: Hanukkah Poetry 

 Hoyt-Goldsmith, Diane Three Kings Day 

 Kline, Suzy Horrible Harry and the Holidaze 

 Krensky, Stephen Hanukkah at Valley Forge 

 McCutcheon,  John Christmas in the Trenches 

 McKissack, Patricia The All-I’ll-Ever-Want for Christ-

mas Doll 

 Medearis, Angelus Seven Spools of Thread: A Kwanzaa 

Story 

 O’Connell, Rebecca Penina Levine is a Potato  Pancake 

 Patrick, Dennis Longest Ride 

 Paulsen, Gary Brian’s Winter 

 Pfeffer, Wendy The Shortest Day: Celebrating the Winter 

Solstice 

 Polacco, Patricia Trees of the Dancing Goats 

 Porter, Connie Addy’s Surprise 

 Roberts, Bethany Christmas Mice 

 Seuss, Dr. How the Grinch Stole Christmas 

 Simmonds, Posy F-freezing ABC 

 Steig, William Brave Irene 

 Stone, Lynn El Invierno 

 Stringer, Lauren Winter is the Warmest Season 

 Wilder, Laura Ingalls Long Winter 

 Yolen, Jane Owl Moon  

to take a selfie. Participating students will receive a special treat 

and refreshments will be served for everyone.  Please come out on 

Tuesday, December 6th at 6:00p.m. in the multipurpose building to 

help celebrate and enjoy these wonderful festivities.  See you then! 

Grade Four News 
 Hello Families! The Fourth-Grade Team remains excited 

at the growth of our students in all aspects of our studies. There are 

only three and a half more weeks until the next report card.  The 

following are the skills we are or soon will be covering:  

Reading Skill:  informational texts and research 

Language Arts: parts of speech, phonemic awareness   

Social Studies: colonial life & causes of the American Revolu-

tion  

Science: sound, light/energy, simple machines  

Math: equivalent fractions, adding, subtracting, and comparing 

fractions  

The Humphries Fourth Graders continue to work extremely hard to 

live up to their pledge to be beacons of hope to the community and 

future leaders of the nation.  We celebrate the outstanding of ac-

complishments of our students and we recognize that we still have 

many areas where we can grow.  Good decision making, respecting 

ourselves and others, and being attentive to one another are the 

skills we continue to emphasize.  As we rapidly approach the Holi-

day Season, we will continue to pursue our primary goal – learning 

while becoming college and career ready.  Please continue helping 

us build a strong school-to-home connection by discussing these 

important concepts and helping your child with homework at home.   

Don’t forget to ensure each student reads for at least 20 minutes 

daily and studies their multiplication facts.  With this focus we will 

leave no doubt that we are the best elementary school in the city of 

Atlanta this year, next year, and the future years to come.  Thank 

you very much.  

 

Grade Five News 
 As 2016 ends and a new year begins, it’s time to pause 

and reflect on the challenges and successes of our students.  We 

have made great strides towards meeting grade level expectations, 

but we still have a lot of hard work ahead of us.  We have imple-

mented a new reading initiative called Just Words to strengthen 

your child’s phonemic awareness and build vocabulary.  We also 

are continuing our math fluency facts competition.  Has your child 

made it to king or queen status yet?  Additionally, the fifth grade 

also recently won the words part school-wide challenge!  We have 

several fifth graders preparing for the Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl 

competition in late January.  There are so many exciting things 

going on.  Join us in ensuring your child is prepared for middle 

school by monitoring homework completion, reviewing math facts, 

drilling content vocabulary and spelling words, insisting on positive 

behaviors at school, and checking in with your child’s teacher peri-

odically.  Wishing you and yours a prosperous new year! 

 

Enrichment News 
 The Enrichment Team has been preparing our Humphries 

Roadrunners for the annual holiday program.  This year's program 

theme is "The Joyous Sounds of Winter".  Students will be singing 

holiday songs, recitations, and performing a dance.  Parents, please 

allow your child to wear green and/or red with a holiday cap (for 

example, a Santa hat, a reindeer, a Santa's elf, etc.)  Also, a winter 

holiday selfie booth will be set up for students, parents, and guests 


